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Prices are becoming so much cut that increases in cost of
production, however slight, must be felt.
As regards the kartels existing in the colour industry,
it must be remembered that although competition within
the kartels is restricted, this arrangement sometimes gives
a chance to the smaller works of obtaining business. Thus,
in one instance, one of the big firms had had a contract
for years and quoted for a renewal of the contract, having
some idea of the price which the firms in the rival karfcel
could supply at, and knowing that the firms in its own
kartel would not compete. The small outside producers
were not, however, considered, with the result that the
firm lost to one of the smaller firms a big contract. The
small works are making a big fight, and are employing the
best talent they can get, sometimes attracting men from
the larger works. The larger organisations have technical
men in all the industrial centres of the world, and these
men meet from time to time at the German headquarters
to discuss business matters. On one occasion one of the
smaller colour firms sent men to stay at the same hotel
as the other technical men mentioned, with the result
that they heard all the doings of the conference discussed
at table. This information they made nse of, and now the
rule has been made that the men must not discuss business
matters off the premises. It is thus seen that the small
firms are still full of life, and by their enterprise are pre-
venting the consummation of a rigid monopoly in this
industry.
Further combination will cause many dye-stuffs to be
taken off the market, for the separate firms produce many
of the same colours, although sometimes under different
names. An individual concern, working in strict com-
petition with all other concerns, had to supply as many
colours as possible in order to satisfy their customers and
in order in many cases to obtain fresh accounts. But with
combination the tendency will be towards specialised
production, and a series of the best colours will be produced.
This arrangement will also assist the dyer in his selection.
Our position in the colour industry has often been
pointed out and remedies suggested. Although large-
scale production has many advantages, it is seen that